
Cutie Pie Pumpkin
by Lara Neel

Size: About 3” across and 2.5” high, including the 
stem.

Needles: #7 needles, whatever type you like to 
use to knit in the round. 

Yarns: Classy Worsted Weight by Dream in Color 
Yarn, Gold Experience, VM10, less than one skein. 
Very small amount of any worsted-weight green 
yarn. You only need one ball of the main yarn, but 
you will need two strands of it, so either work 
from the center and outside of the same ball or 
wind off part of a ball to use as your second 
strand. 

Gauge: A change in gauge will change the size of 
the piece, but the only really important thing is 
that your stuffing doesn’t show through. It comes 
out to about 7.5 stitches to the inch, but don’t be 
scared. A lot of that comes from the structure of 
the stitch pattern. 

You Will Also Need: Some manner of stuffing and 
a darning needle for finishing. I stuffed mine with 
cosmetic squares. That’s just what I had in the 
house, but you could use cotton balls, polyfill or 
beans. Really whatever you happen to have in the 
house. 

You Should Also Know: How to make i-cord. 
These instructions are for 3 stitches. For this 
pattern, follow the instructions, but use 4 stitches 
instead of 3. 

http://techknitting.blogspot.com/2007/02/how-to-make-i-cord.html
http://www.amazon.com/Sentinels-Best-Textured-Cosmetic-Squares/dp/B004GB64L8


The puffed look of the garter stitches come from 
stranding two yarns across the work, similar to 
fair-isle knitting. Unlike fair-isle knitting, the 
desired look here is achieved by pulling the floats 
(the strands that run behind the work) as 
TIGHTLY as possible. 

This is a variation of what is sometimes called 
corrugated ribbing or cartridge ribbing. Although, 
both of those terms are also used for many other 
kinds of two-strand (or even one-strand) ribbing.



Now, it’s not easy to make the level of “puff” on 
each pull exactly the same. I think that works 
here, because pumpkins aren’t perfectly 
symmetrical, either. I used double-point needles. 
I suspect that smaller needles or some sort of 
circular needle would make it easier to create 
puffs of equal size. But, I do like the somewhat 
random effect I got, so I didn’t try too hard. 

m1 - Using the tip of your right-hand needle, 
moving it away from you, lift the running thread 
between the stitch you just worked and the next 
stitch, place this thread onto the left-hand needle. 
Knit into this thread. 

ddc - slip the next two stitches as if you were 
knitting them together, knit the next stitch, pass 
the slipped stitches over the knit stitch. Two 
stitches decreased.

Cast on 12 stitches. Join to knit in the round. I 
used a temporary cast-on to make my finishing 
more neat, but you can use whatever technique 
you prefer.

Round 1: (k1, p1) around. 

Round 2: (k1, m1) around. (24 stitches)

Round 3: (k1, p1) around. 

Round 4: (k1, m1) around. (48 stitches)

Round 5: Add second strand of yarn, and (k1, p3) 
around, knitting with one strand and purling with 
the other, all while pulling the floats tight in the 
back. Whatever yarn you’re not using at any 
moment should be held to the back of the work.



Round 6: (k1 with strand 1; then m1, k3, m1 with 
strand 2) around. (72 stitches)

Main Section

Round 1: (k1, p5) around, knitting with one 
strand and purling with the other, all while pulling 
the floats tight in the back. 

Round 2: (k1 with strand 1; then k5 with strand 
2) around. Still making all of the floats as short as 
possible. 

Repeat these two rounds until the entire piece is 2 
inches long. Work one more Round 1, then 
proceed to decreases and top. 

Decreases and Top

Keep your floats as tight as possible until you 
change to working with one strand. 

Decrease Round 1: (k1 with strand 1; then ssk, 
k1, k2t with strand 2) around. (48 stitches). 

Decrease Round 2: (k1, p3) around, knitting with 
one strand and purling with the other. 

Decrease Round 3: (k1 with strand 1; then ddc 
with strand 2) around. (24 stitches)

Decrease Round 4: (k1, p1) around, knitting with 
one strand and purling with the other. 

Decrease Round 5: Leaving a tail, cut off one of 
the strands and proceed with just one. ddc 
around. (8 stitches)

Decrease Round 6: (ddc, k1) around. (4 stitches)

Leaving a tail, cut off the gold yarn and add in 
green yarn. Work i-cord until it is three-quarters 
of an inch long. Knit 2 stitches together twice. 
Break the yarn and thread through the remaining 
2 stitches. With your darning needle, bring the 
loose end directly through the tip of the i-cord 
and push it down until it is inside the pumpkin. 
Bring all of your other ends inside the pumpkin. 
Darn in the ends. Stuff pumpkin. Thread some 
gold yarn through your cast-on edge and pull 
tightly to close the bottom of the pumpkin. 

Enjoy.



Want More?

Math4Knitters, Crafty Living can be found just 
about anywhere: journalgazette.net/craftyliving
Email: craftyliving@jg.net 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/jgcraftyliving
Twitter: twitter.com/JGCraftyLiving 
Ravelry: Math4Knitters and Math4Knitters Group 
iTunes: Math4Knitters Journal Gazette
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